
 

 
 

                                                                   

Igor Lukšić - potpredsjednik Vlade  

Crne Gore 

Ministar vanjskih poslova i evropskih integracija 

Stanka Dragojevića 2, Podgorica,  

Crna Gora 

 

We, the aforementioned Polish non-governmental organizations, working for nature 

conservation, are very concerned about the incident of the killing of a Greater Spotted 

Eagle (Aquila clanga), which occurred in Montenegro at the end of November last year 

(2012). The migrating individual belonged to a species which is in danger of extinction, -

assessed as vulnerable and placed on the IUCN Red List.  

 

What happened to Bruzda was a tragedy, however we hope that we could work together 

to make it a lesson for all of us. We would like to use it as an opportunity to raise 

awareness on nature conservation, not only in Montenegro but in the whole region. 

Please consider our proposal to organize a seminar dedicated to Greater Spotted Eagles 

and other birds of prey – their biology, research and conservation.  

 

In Poland, we work very hard for the conservation of this species. The bird killed in your 

country, known as “Bruzda”, was one of the spotted eagles from Poland's small 

population, monitored with the use of  satellite tracking, within LIFE project: GREATER 

SPOTTED EAGLE – A BIRD LIKE NO OTHER! (LIFE08 NAT/PL/000511).   

 

The loss of even one bird is significant for the European Union population, which consists 

of not more than 40 adult individuals. Even a single incident may undermine all our 

efforts aimed at  saving this species in Poland, where the population amounts to not 

more than 15 pairs of these birds. We were informed that “Bruzda” was shot with the 

use of hunting weapon in the Lake Skadar National Park.  The injured bird was taken by 

the Director of the National Park and then it was left without any help. This case makes 

us deeply concerned about the conservation of our common European natural heritage.

  

Montenegro, and Lake Skadar in particular, constitutes the Eastern Mediterranean flyway, 

which is one of three routes for migratory birds going from Europe to Africa. It should be 

taken under special protection and treatment. Apart from that, Lake Skadar is protected 

and recognized internationally as one of the Important Bird Areas, international water 

birds census site, Ramsar site, Adriatic flyway priority site, AEWA critical site and last but 

not least, it’s also protected by Montenegrin law as a national park. The capacity of Lake 

Skadar is more than 350,000 wintering water birds, with 220,000 counted in the 90's in 

Montenegro alone (e.g. Vasic et al. 1992). These numbers confirmed the huge value of 

the site.   

 

We have been recently informed of actions taken by the Montenegro government – being 

the result of Bruzda’s death- aiming at better protection against poaching.  However, 

despite the aims of the programs running in this National Park, like “Green Management 

Program”, “Strengthening the sustainability of the protected area system of Montenegro", 

Lake Skadar Integrated Ecosystem Management Project", “Supporting the proposed 

Trans-boundary Biosphere Reserve of Lake Skadar area through a participatory 

approach” birds are not safe there and the resulting conservative effects of those actions 

are uncertain. Numbers of poachers persist to kill the rarest species without any 

consequences.  

http://www.potpredsjednikmvpei.gov.me/potpredsjednik


 

 
 

                                                                   

Such incidents, as the loss of Bruzda should never happen. But when this has already 

occurred, together, we should take all necessary measures to prevent its repetition. As a 

group devoted to nature conservation and investing a serious amount of work and funds 

to secure the threatened species such as  the Greater Spotted Eagle, we would like to 

encourage you to provide better protection and conservation of the migrating birds in 

Montenegro, recognizing the importance of the Adriatic Flyway for birds that migrate 

between Eurasia and Africa. Furthermore, we propose establishing of Lake Skadar as an 

area free from hunting of any kind and more action towards better control of poaching. 

We  must all be aware that Montenegro – as well as Poland -  is responsible for the 

safety of our shared European migrating birds.  

 

As it is our common concern, we offer you our support, advice or any assistance you find 

useful while continuing to fight illegal hunting in Montenegro.   

 

Furthermore, we would be eager to organize – with your approval, in cooperation with 

local nature conservation organizations, and the Polish Embassy in Montenegro -  a 

special seminar dedicated to the protection of migrating birds.   

 

We are open to cooperation with you in the field of nature management, environmental 

education, nature conservation, sharing knowledge and best practices.  

 

 

With Best Regards, 

 

  

 

Jacek Karczewski, President of the Polish Birds Association 

 
 

 

 

Tadeusz Mizera, President of the Eagle Conservation Committee 

 
 

 

Roman Skąpski, Director of the Biebrza National Park 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Robert Stańko, President of the Naturalists’ Club 

 

 



 

 
 

                                                                   

 

 

Supported by:             

  
Association of Migratory Birds Observers 
Piotr Zięcik – the Vice President 

 
 

 

 
Polish Society for the Protection of Birds 
Izabela Flor – Chief Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Workshop for All Beings 
Radosław Ślusarczyk – the President  

 
 

   
 Klub Gaja            
 Jacek Bożek – the Founder and President 

 
   

MŁYN - Association for Active Community 

Mirosław Arczak – the President 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Nature of Karpaty Association 
Andrzej Czech – the Vice-President                               

 
 

 

 
 

 
Citizens for the Citizens 
Michał Sobczyk – the President 

 
 

 



 

 
 

                                                                   

 

 

Cc 

- Branimir Gvozdenović, ministar održivog razvoja i turizma, IV proleterske brigade 

19, 81000 Podgorica 

- Ambasador Grażyna Sikorska, Ambasada Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej, ul. Kozaračka 

79, 81000 Podgorica, Crna Gora 

- European Commission, DG Enlargement, Avenue de Beaulieu 9 03/066,  Brussels 

- Maja Mikosińska, Desk Officer, European Commission DG Environment 

 Avenue de Beaulieu 9 03/066,  Brussels 

- Marcin Korolec, Minister of the Environment, Republic of Poland, Wawelska Str. 

52/54  

00-922 Warszawa POLAND 

- World Bank, Anabela Abreu, Country Manager, Bul. Svetog Petra Cetinjskog 6, 81 

000 Podgorica 

- UNDP, Rastislav Vrbensky, UNDP Resident Representative, Bul. Svetog Petra 

Cetinjskog 1A, 81 000 Podgorica 

- Michał Kiełsznia, Generalny Dyrektor Ochrony Środowiska, ul. Wawelska 52/54 

00-922 Warszawa 

- Leszek Jóskowiak, Dyrektor Departamentu Ochrony Przyrody, Narodowy Fundusz 

Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej, Dyrektor Departamentu Ochrony 

Przyrody, ul. Konstruktorska 3A 02-673 Warszawa 

- Jarosław Malinowski, Prezes Zarządu, Wojewódzki Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska  

i Gospodarki Wodnej w Białymstoku, ul. Św. Rocha 5, 15-879 Białystok  

- GEF, Yoko Watanabe, Regional Coordinator for Biodiversity- Europe, 

Central/South/East Asia, GEF Secretariat, 1818 H Street, NW, Mail Stop P4-400 , 

Washington, DC 20433 USA 
- GIZ, Mr Uwe Stumpf, Country Director, GIZ Office, Dahna 10 , 81000 Podgorica 

 


