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Greater Spotted Eagle 
– A Bird Like No Other!

AQC Plan LIFE08 NAT/PL/000511
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Greater Spotted Eagle – a bird like no other! Securing the population of Aquila clanga in Poland: preparation 
of the National Action Plan and primary site conservation is funded by the European Commission’s LIFE+ 
Fund, ref. no: LIFE08 NAT/PL/000511, Narodowy Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej 
(National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management), ref. no: 511/2009/Wn10/OP-RE-
LF/D and Wojewódzki Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej w Białymstoku (Regional Fund 
for Environmental Protection and Water Management in Białystok). Supported by Spółdzielczy Bank 
Rozwoju w Szepietowie (Cooperative Bank for Development in Szepietów).
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The aims of the Project: 
GREATER SPOTTED EAGLE 
– A BIRD LIKE NO OTHER:

 √  Preparation of National Action Plan for the Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga, which will be 
simultaneously one of the main effects of the whole venture.

 √  Gathering and analysis of the currently available knowledge and in-depth recognition of the biology, 
behaviour and habitat of the Polish population of the Greater Spotted Eagles. 

 √ Protection actions concentrated on the habitats and the population itself .

 √  Public consultations and activities aimed at raising the awareness and knowledge of the Greater 
Spotted Eagle together with the problems and needs of its conservation among the local interests 
groups and also among the general public.

 √  Drawing up the expert’s reports necessary to the preparation and the future implementation of the 
National Action Plan of Aquila clanga (hydrologic, land purchase, concerning the key lands from the 
point of view of the Greater Spotted Eagle conservation, botanic, legislative)

DURATION OF THE PROJECT: 1st January 2010-31st March 2014
LOCATION OF THE PROJECT: the Biebrza National Park, the NATURA 2000 areas 
– SPA “Ostoja Biebrzańska”

Drafted by Adam Bernatowicz
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The rarest of eagles. 
Biebrza Valley is home to the last 15 breeding pairs of Greater Spotted Eagles in Poland, constituting half 
of their population in the EU. Their numbers are diminishing as their world of marshes, wet meadows and 
riparian forests are disappearing from our Polish and European landscapes. 

The wetland-loving eagle.
The wetter, the better - The less accessible, the safer. Being exceptionally timid and sensitive eagles, 
Greater Spotted Eagles depend fully on secluded riparian forests and vast marshes. All these are still to 
be found in the Biebrza Valley – one of the last great natural refuges for many endangered bird species 
in Europe.

The most timid of eagles. 
Greater Spotted Eagles are exceptionally timid 
birds of prey. Human presence near the nesting 
area is a disturbance to the daily life of a family 
and a serious threat to the species. When bothered 
by tourists – the adult birds may escape, living the 
chicks or eggs unguarded.

Main threat 
– habitat destruction.
Lack of a place to live is the fundamental danger 
to the Greater Spotted Eagles, not only in Poland, 
but also globally. Wetland drainage and deforesta-
tion causes the population of these birds to shrink 
already in all the European places of occurrence.

Why so valuable?
The presence of the Greater Spotted Eagles in Biebrza Valley also indicates the biodiversity in this place. 
It is the evidence that we have been taking proper concervation actions; the testimony of our understand-
ing of the species biology, its needs and the functioning of Nature, where we live.

             There is the Eagle, there is hope. 
                                  There are marshes, there is life.

Thanks to the research conducted within the 
project, we already know, unfortunately, that many 
birds die during migration and wintering. They 
die because of the human activity – shooting of 
the birds while they fly over, collisions with the 
high voltage lines  and buildings, the leaving of 
poisoned food and disappearance of the marshy 
areas – these are the reasons for high mortality 
rates. 

The transformation of the marshes into dry meadows attracts closely related to the Greater Spotted 
Eagles – the Lesser Spotted Eagle. This leads to hybridisation, i.e. cross-breeding. 

of the primeval marshes

The last Eagle

Population 
2007-2012
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Area for the Eagles
Within the project we have managed to localise and buy plots which were located in the Biebrza National 
Park and in its surroundings.

They have been selected based on the in-depth analyses conducted by the Eagle Protection Committee 
and Biebrza National Park. The main criteria of the selection was the fact that all of these were located on 
the area of potential occurrence or the current district of the Greater Spotted Eagles.

All of the purchased lands  are in the areas of Nature 2000, and their big part (about 90ha) outside the Park. 
Thanks to this the conservation of the Greater Spotted Eagles has been extended outside the Biebrza Na-
tional Park. Our influence on our management over them has increased, too. On all these lands there have 
been conservation actions carried out, mainly shrub removal, and in the future extensive mowing.

The more water, the better
In order to retain water in the important hunting areas for the Greater Spotted Eagles, four buildings of 
small retention have been modernised - 3 sluice gates  with pile-up and a sluice. Additionally, there have 
been constructed 3 devices of small retention. 

For what purpose?

It will stop the dehydration of the vast meadows of the Greater Spotted Eagle and will ensure the abun-
dance of the food for these birds. What is important is the fact that these buildings have the function to  
regulate accumulation of water, thanks to which there is the possibility of managing them in accordance 
with the current hydrologic situation. After the accomplishment of the project, the buildings will serve 
their role thanks to the “hydrologic construction”, according to which the authorities of the Biebrza Na-
tional Park will control the accumulated water.

THE EFFECT:
√  115 ha lands bought for the Greater Spotted Eagles, including two plots with nests

Meadows, hides and poles 
– also for the 
Greater Spotted Eagles 
In order to hunt, the Greater Spotted Eagles need 
spacious marshy meadows. The research con-
ducted within the project  has showed that the size 
of the districts occupied by the Greater Spotted 
Eagles might reach up to 3 thousands hectares. 

As a result of  drainage melioration having being 
done for years in the Biebrza Valley, many valua-
ble areas have disappeared. This is why one of the 
aims of the project is restoration of the valuable 
feeding  grounds of the Greater Spotted Eagles. 
We have restored the meadows for these birds by 
hand mowing – the least invasive method – and 
shrub removal on these areas.

The vast majority of the biomass, which remained 
after mowing, has disappeared, but there have re-
mained some stacks, which are to facilitate hunt-
ing for the Greater Spotted Eagles and other birds 
of prey. Such two-metre-high haystacks of 4m3 
in volume is quite a comfortable place for them 
both as a place for spotting prey, as well as to rest. 
Summing up, except 1000 ha “meadow for the 
eagles” we have added also a few new hides.

Except for the haystacks, on the meadows, where 
the Greater Spotted Eagles hunt for their food, we 
have also places with special poles, from which 
the birds can observe the surroundings and spot 
the prey.

THE EFFECTS:
√ 100 ha of hand-mowed meadows and  
   565 ha of shrub removal for the Greater
   Spotted Eagles.
√ look-outs  in the form of haystacks 
√ 20 look-outs in the form of poles

Greater Spotted Eagles

The place of living for the
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 Traditional mowing, Robert Cherek

 Look-out pole, Kordian Bartoszuk
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Films, recorded by the cameras hidden nearby the Eagle’s nests has been used for research purposes, 
especially for GSE’s diet and feeding habits analysis.

According to the analysis of the recordings, the food composition is varied depending n the character 
of the hunting place and the accessibility of prey in various months. The Polish Greater Spotted Eagles 
hunt mainly for the small wildfowl (40%) and small rodents, mainly fi eld mice and voles (39%), as well 
as fi sh (9%) and amphibians (12%).

Home is the 
most important.
Especially the one which ensures peace and safe-
ty. That is why, when there is lack of proper trees 
and vast, natural, marshy areas, we build nests 
for the Greater Spotted Eagles. Specially prepared 
platforms, even on young trees may be an at-
tractive place for these demanding birds. For the 
places of the installation of platforms we choose 
inaccessible marshy forests close to the edge.

All nests of the Greater Spotted Eagles have been 
preserved by use of the special substances pro-
tecting trees against predator mammals, such as 
pine marten. To achieve this aim, substances such 
as gumturpentine was applied on the trees with 
the nest and all the neighbouring trees, too.

The nest

THE EFFECTS:
√  3-30 artifi cial nests installed during the 

years 2010-2012

√  by 2014 four pairs of the Greater Spotted 
Eagles used our nests

√  artifi cial nests have also been occupied by: 
Eagle Owls, Lesser Spotted Eagles, Buz-
zards and Black Storks.

√  due to the use of substances protecting 
the trees, during the years 2010-2013 only 
one case of stealing the chick of the Greater 
Spotted Eagle has been notifi ed.

Securying the tree with a nest, Grzegorz MaciorowskiArtifi cial nest, Grzegorz Maciorowski

In order to ensure peace of the bird families in nests, the trees are surrounded by special 
protection zones and the candid camera monitoring.

√  20 protection zones in the Biebrza National Park and Rajgród State Forest

√  The area of the protection zones: 1586 ha

√  25 ha  of bought nest tree stands, strict protection implemented

√  During the years 2010-2012, two occupied nests were being monitored

√  Camera footage has been used for research and scientifi c purposes 
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The effective conservation of the Greater Spotted Eagles is mainly the better understanding of the biolo-
gy and ecology of these mysterious eagles.

Thanks to the project it was possible to examine and discover not only  the needs of the Greater Spotted 
Eagles here, in Biebrza Valley, but also the dangers during the long migrations for wintering. The knowl-
edge gathered during the four years of the project served to design the effective strategy of the Greater 
Spotted Eagle conservation , but also the entire Biebrza Valley for the future.

The eagles with aerials
The Greater Spotted Eagles are migrating birds. 
In Biebrza, they spend spring, summer and the be-
ginning of autumn, the remaining part of the year 
they go to Greece, Turkey, Africa, Israel...

So as to get to know the migration routes and the 
dangers, 17 Greater Spotted Eagles were equipped 
with the satellite transmitters. Among these were 
also Lesser Spotted Eagles. Their journeys were 
monitored not only by the scientists, but also by 
thousands of Internet users who, during the du-
ration of the project, followed the migrations of 
Zośka, Hubal, Jerzy, Witold, Henryk, Władek, Nil, 
Kolumb, Jan, Rudy and Hanka available on the 
project’s website.

Clever gadget to serve Nature
Empowered by solar energy, transmitters use 
the system of GPS and provide us with the pre-
cise information about the location of each bird. 
Well-adjusted on Teflon braces, they don’t weigh 
more than 3% of the bird’s body weight. They don’t 
limit the bird’s movements, which can be proved 
by Kolumb, the Greater Spotted Eagle which with 
his transmitter on,  successfully raises his chicks 
almost every year.

Research P O L A N D

SOUTH SUDAN

CRETE

HenrykHenryk

Kolumb

Hubal

Witold

Zośka

11

THE EFFECTS
√ 17 birds with the transmitters
√ determined 3 main migration routes
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Witold

Territories of three Greater Spotted Eagles at Biebrza Valley

Kolumb

Hubal

borders of the territories 

0 5 10 20 30 40
km Dangerous Migration

In autumn as well as in spring, the Greater Spotted 
Eagles follow the same route.

Unfortunately, this is a time of extreme dangers – 
for many birds- the time of death. After the calm 
season in the Biebrza Valley, the migration period 
is a real death route for the Greater Spotted Eagles. 
Most likely it is at this time that the population of 
these birds suffers the most.

The birds die in Turkey, in the Far East and in Egypt. 
The worst situation turns out to be in the countries 
of the Mediterranean Basin, from Serbia to Greece.

This stage of migration is the most hazardous. Dur-
ing the route across Bosphorus and the Far East 
the escalation of killing birds (not only birds of prey) 
reaches unimaginable numbers. Unfortunately, also 
the area of European wintering is not fully safe for 
birds – apart from continuous danger posed by 
Greek hunters – the birds die after feeding on poi-
soned carcasses (left by local people in order to kill 
large predators like wolves, jackals and stray dogs. 

Most probably, the main reason  is  also the un-
commonly popular bird shooting. During the last 4 
years of the LIFE programme, at least 3 adult male 
birds did not return. Taking into account the small 
number of newly born chicks of the Greater Spot-
ted Eagles ( every year in the Biebrza Valley  only 
about 2 to 7 chicks are born ) losing each bird is an 
immense danger for the whole population.

Except for the examination of the migrations, the data from the transmitters also indicate which areas 
the Greater Spotted Eagles choose here in the Biebrza Valley. It is very valuable information for our further 
conservation actions.

Research on the migration of the Greater Spotted Eagles is still  ongoing with the use of colourful rings 
put on the birds.

Bruzda – Greater Spotted Eagle shot in Montenegro, 
Novemeber 2012, Mihailo Jovicevic

Bruzda, Grzegorz Maciorowski

RTG picture with visible shots
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As it appears to be, according to our research sup-
ported by the recognized geneticist and the expert 
of the two species of the spotted eagles –Ulo Vali 
from Estonia:

 √  Hybridisation of the Eagles is one of the biggest 
threats to the European portion and range of the 
Greater Spotted Eagles

 √  Almost half of all pairs including the Greater 
Spotted Eagle is hybridised

 √  All representatives of the Greater Spotted Eagle 
in Poland except the Biebrza Valley mix with the 
Lesser Spotted Eagle.

There has been an assessment conducted the of the water level in the places of the occurrence of the 
Greater Spotted Eagle in the  Biebrza basin. The high water level as the element conditioning the occurrence 
of the Greater Spotted Eagles. For comparison there has been the water level examined in the habitats of the 
mixed pairs and Lesser Spotted Eagles. The difference was striking where occurred the Lesser Spotted Ea-
gles, there was almost no water around the year. In the habitats of the Greater Spotted Eagle the water level 
of about 20 cm maintained on average for almost 87 days around the year. Research and the assessment 
of the feeding grounds of the Greater Spotted Eagle have delivered is the valuable information regarding the 
flora, the availability of food and the level of water on the lakes, where the birds find food. The completed 
botanic expert’s report indicated what kind of habitat is the most attractive for the Greater Spotted Eagle and 
what distinguishes them from those of the Lesser Spotted Eagles.

Undoubtedly, one of the most essential researches conducted within the project: Greater Spotted Eagle – 
A Bird Like No Other! was: Gathering, analysis and assessment of the DNA of the Greater Spotted Eagle, 
the Lesser Spotted Eagle  and their hybrids from the Biebrza Valley.

Hybridisation of the Lesser Spotted Eagle and the Greater Spotted Eagles was a little known phenome-
non. In addition it was unknown what is the degree of danger in regards to the crossbreeding of these two 
closely related species.

The unfavourable environmental changes cause the shrinkage of the areas for the Greater Spotted  
Eagles and their ameliorated feeding grounds which are entered by the Lesser Spotted Eagles, which like 
such a habitat.

documents and publications

Expert’s reports

According to the above, hybridisation is start-
ing to look likely to be the critical threat to the 
Greater Spotted Eagle. As it turns out, the pro-
tection of the species before the hybridisation 
with the Lesser Spotted Eagle should mainly 
be aimed at separating the habitats of the both 
Eagles because the hybridisation takes place 
on the area of the transitory habitats, amelio-
rated by the human presence. It is necessary 
to retain the water in the habitat of the Greater 
Spotted Eagle, especially in the spring period.

The National Conservation Plan
The strategic  aim of the project was the creation 
of the National Action Plan for the Greater Spotted 
Eagles. The written document, which was based 
on the research conducted in the project, out-
lines the recommended long- term conservation 
actions,which has been submitted to the public 
consultation and handed over to the General Di-
rectorate for Environmental Protection.

Except for the National Conservation Plan, the oth-
er important achievements of the projects are:

 √   Updating of the European Union Species Action 
Plan

 √  Preparation of the long–term strategy of fund-
ing the conservation actions for the Greater 
Spotted Eagle

 √  Updating the European Action of the Greater 
Spotted Eagle Plan 

 √  After-LIFE Conservation Plan, the guidelines  
in order to retain the effects of the project.

 √  Preparation of the Conservation Plan of protect-
ing the breeding sited and feeding grounds and 
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adjusting it to the Conservation Action Plans for 
Nature 2000 sites the Biebrza Valley.

In addition to this, the project has delivered the val-
uable scientific data on the biology and occurrence 
of the Greater Spotted Eagles, which were incor-
porated into the Conservation Action Plans Nature 
2000 in the Biebrza Valley.

This  document outlines the natural habitats, pre-
dicted to be conserved based on the Habitat Di-
rective, together with the bird’s habitat, determined 
accordingly to the Bird Directive.

It helped to create the  management plan for Nature 
2000 Ostoja Biebrzańska SPA and Dolina Biebrzy 
SAC by identifying  the especially valuable natural 
habitats, the determining their present state, threats 
and recommendations for the future conservation 
actions.

The conducted research has also enabled the re-
lease of the range of the important scientific pub-
lications on biology and ecology of the Greater 
Spotted Eagles. All publications are available at 
project’s website.

Drawing by Michał Skakuj

Greater Spotted Eagle

Cross-breed (GSE,LSE)

Lesser Spotted Eagle 
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In order to protect the Greater Spotted Eagles we have used the knowledge and experience of the special-
ists from other countries. We have also shared the results of our research and together we try to prepare 
the strategy of the conservation of these disappearing marsh  eagles.

cooperation

The international

 √  In March 2013, a seminar entitled „ GREATER 
SPOTTED EAGLE – A BIRD LIKE NO OTHER took 
place and was devoted entirely to the conserva-
tion of the Greater Spotted Eagles in Montene-
gro. . Three months after the death of “Bruzda” 
– that was the name of the killed Eagle- we 
talked about the improvements of security for 
the migrating birds over the Balkans. 

The meeting was organised by the Montenegro 
National Parks and was under the patronage of 
the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to 
Montenegro.

The event got a lot of publicity in Montenegro, 
and the cooperation with the Center for Protec-
tion and Research of Birds of Montenegro  is still 
continuing and is aiming at transforming into 
the international coalition protecting migration 
routes for birds of prey.

 √  During the conference summarising the project, 
which took place in January 2014, except for the 
ornithologists from Montenegro, we also host-
ed the experts from Greece, Belarus, Ukraine 
and Estonia in The National Biebrza Park. The 
research has proved that without the further 
international cooperation we will not manage 
to protect the Greater Spotted Eagles and other 
birds migrating for the wintering across the are-
as of the Mediterranean basin.

 √  In September 2011 we had the opportunity to get acquainted with the situation of the Greater Spotted  
Eagle in Belarus, exactly in the Pripet Valley and adjacent marshes. The guide across this extensive par-
adise for the Greater Spotted Eagles was Valery Dombrovsky (National Academy of Sciences in Bielarus, 
The Zoology Institute), the recognized specialist in the domain of the Greater Spotted Eagles.

The effect of this was determining the most optimal biotopes (breeding and feeding grounds) of the 
Greater Spotted Eagles in Belarus and comparing them with the Biebrza habitats.

This was a great opportunity to exchange the experiences and good practises in the examination 
and conservation of the Greater Spotted Eagles.

 √  In January 2012, Valery Dombrovsky was one of the participants of  the international workshops devot-
ed to the Greater Spotted Eagles, which we organised in the National Biebrza Park. Also the scientists 
from Ukraine, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia participated in the workshops.

Grzegorz Maciorowski (Eagle Conservation Committee, Poland), Ulo Vali and Urmas Sellis (Eagle Club, Estonia)

Paweł Sidło

Paweł Sidło

16
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Scenariusze zajęć
o biologii i ochronie
Orlika Grubodziobego

We educated! 

During the years 2011 and 2012, based on the original set of educational scenarios, which were prepared 
by the Biebrza National Park within the project, 41 workshops were conducted for the primary and junior 
high schools. Together 1651 students participated in the project.

Communication

Learn, Love, Help
First you need to learn.

Together with conducting the following research and 
getting to know the mysterious Greater Spotted Eagles, 
we have also brought their beauty closer to the inhabit-
ants of Biebrza Valley, local communities, who enjoy the 
presence of these unusual eagles on a daily basis.

The one who explored, loved and now helps to protect 
the Greater Spotted Eagles

by the Biebrza National Park within the project, 41 workshops were conducted for the primary and junior 
high schools. Together 1651 students participated in the project.

Good practices in sustainable, GSE-friendly agriculture. 

To those, who had never had the opportunity to ex-
plore Biebrza and hear about the Greater Spotted 
Eagles, we introduced our amazing eagles during 
the natural photo exhibitions, during the national 
festivals, TV, press and radio broadcasts.

Greater Spotted Eagles at the Złote Tarasy shopping 
centre in Warsaw, Przemysław Bednarczyk 

School, Piotr Tałałaj

During the premiere of the fi lm “The Greater Spot-
ted Eagle – A Bird Like No Other” in the Opera and 
Podlaska Philharmonic Orchestra in Białystok, 200 
people came, who  watched the fi rst in Poland (and 
the second in the world) fi lm about this species. The 
fi lm was also broadcast on all the local TV channels 
and in the whole Poland (Regional TV Channel).

Next to the published information brochure about the project, the advertising 
and educational posters , there was also a book published “The Greater Spot-
ted Eagle – The Endangered Eagle From The Marshes”, which is one of the 
most extensive publication about the Greater Spotted Eagles.
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Eagle Centre 

Greater Spotted
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z The offi ce of the project “GREATER SPOTTED 
EAGLE- A BIRD LIKE NO OTHER”, also known as 
the Greater Spotted Eagle Centre is located in 
Goniądz at Dolistowska Street no 21 and is open to 
every enthusiast of the Greater Spotted Eagle and 
the  entirety of Nature – not only the Biebrza Valley.

Apart from the offi ce of the project, there is also 
the educational room for children, cosy projection 
room, where it is possible to watch nature docu-
mentaries and the conference hall, where the most 
important meetings of the project are held.

There is such a place, where one can listen to an owl at night, watch nature entirety documentaries, learn 
about  the secrets of photography, chair the meeting of the Steering Committee, host the world famous ex-
perts in birds of prey, teach children about birds but also work at the desk like a regular administrative offi cer. 

Such things only in the Greater Spotted Eagle Centre!

The Greater Spotted Eagle Centre becomes the place of regular meetings of the local communi-
ty. The reports and announcements for the new events can be followed on the project website: 
www.orlikgrubodzioby.org.pl. 

We would like to invite you to the regular meetings under the title “The Owl’s Night”, nature documen-
tary showings, the exhibition of handicraft and painting with bird motifs, meetings with the people of  
environmental protection. Students and teachers are invited to summer programmes and extraordi-
nary biology lessons.

THE EFFECTS
√ over 50 meetings with local society 
√ over 600 participants 

Interesting guests
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 √  Come to the Biebrza Valley, apart from the bin-
oculars take respect with you.

 √  Don’t scare the animals – observe the greater 
Spotted Eagles from the suitable distance.

 √  Benefi t from the infrastructure prepared spe-
cially to catch the views of the Greater Spotted 
Eagles.

 √  Respect the protection zones – on the area of 
National Parks, move around only by the deter-
mined educational routes and tourist pathways.

 √  Don’t throw your rubbish away. Don’t make 
noise. Enjoy the beauty and unusual abundance 
of the nature here.

the Greater Spotted Eagles?

What you can do for
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 √  Respect the law in Poland and protect the wetlands against drainage, rivers against being regulated. 
They destroy nature and paradoxically, they increase the danger of flooding.

 √  Find out more about the mysterious Greater Spotted Eagles – read our publications, visit the website 
www.orlikgrubodzioby.org.pl, the headquarters of the Biebrza National Park and Greater Spotted Eagle 
Centre in Goniądz.

 √  Become a volunteer! It is the best way to take active part in wildlife conservation. Join the Polish Birds, 
the Biebrza National Park or the Eagle Conservation Commitee.

January
The Greater Spotted Eagles 
spend winter in the north-east 
of Africa, the Far East and 
south Europe. 

February
At the end of the month they 
start to get prepared to return 
back to the breeding grounds.

March
In early March 
the birds leave the 
wintering sites. They 
head for the north, 
covering the distance 
of about 350 km daily.

April
After reaching the destination – the Biebrza 
Valley, the male eagles start their spectacular 
mating flights and the birds make couples. They 
build their new nest or improve the  one from 
the last year. At the end of the month or at the 
beginning of May, in the nest 2 eggs appear.

May
The brooding period. The female stays in the nest 
and the male provides her with food, guards the 
nest and its territory against other males or predators. 
At the end of the month, the fi rst chick is born and 
the other appears 2 to 5 days later.

July
The care over the chick continues, 
but in the second half of the month 
the father is joined by the mother 
while hunting. Still, the chick is fed 
more often by the father. The female, 
however, tries not to be too far from 
the nest and guards their precious 
descendant.

August
At the beginning of August the 
young eagle flies away from the 
nest and spends time with his  
parents by whom it is still fed. 
It becomes independent in the 
middle of the month.

September
The breakdown of the family ties. The 
birds, each on their own and at their own 
time, start the migration to the wintering 
sites. They leave Poland.

November
In mid November the remaining birds leave the Biebrza Valley 
(however, there are rare cases of wintering there). The majority 
of birds is already on its way to the wintering sites. After a tiring 
journey, the Greater Spotted Eagles reach the wintering sites.

June
The younger chick is constantly being 
attacked by the older one and almost 
always dies. For the fi rst weeks after 
hatching the father hunts and provides 
his chicks as well his partner with food.

Based on drawings by Tomasz Cofta

All-year round with Greater Spotted Eagles



Greater Spotted Eagle – a bird like no other! Securing the population of Aquila clanga in Poland: preparation  
of the National Action Plan and primary site conservation is funded by the European Commission’s LIFE+ Fund,  

ref. no: LIFE08 NAT/PL/000511, Narodowy Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej  
(National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management), ref. no: 511/2009/Wn10/OP-RE-LF/D  

and Wojewódzki Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej w Białymstoku (Regional Fund for Environmental 
Protection and Water Management in Białystok). Supported by Spółdzielczy Bank Rozwoju w Szepietowie  

(Cooperative Bank for Development in Szepietów).
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GREATER SPOTTED EAGLE – A BIRD LIKE NO OTHER 
www.orlikgrubodzioby.org.pl
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